
AP Prompts

1. In retrospect, the reader often discovers that the first chapter of a novel or the opening

scene of a drama introduces some of the major themes of the work. Write an essay about

the opening scene of a drama or the first chapter of a novel in which you explain how it

functions in this way.

2. Some works of literature use the element of time in a distinct way. The chronological

sequence of events may be altered, or time may be suspended or accelerated. Choose a

novel, an epic, or a play of recognized literary merit and show how the author's

manipulation of time contributes to the effectiveness of the work as a whole. Do not merely

summarize the plot.

3. Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using characters who are

alienated from that culture or society because of gender, race, class, or creed. Choose a

novel or a play in which such a character plays a significant role and show how that

character's alienation reveals the surrounding society's assumptions or moral values.

4. Novels and plays often depict characters caught between colliding cultures -- national,

regional, ethnic, religious, institutional. Such collisions can call a character's sense of

identity into question. Select a novel or play in which a character responds to such a cultural

collision. Then write a well-organized essay in which you describe the character's response

and explain its relevance to the work as a whole.

5. Critic Roland Barthes has said, "Literature is the question minus the answer." Choose a

novel, or play, and, considering Barthes' observation, write an essay in which you analyze a

central question the work raises and the extent to which it offers answers. Explain how the

author's treatment of this question affects your understanding of the work as a whole. Avoid

mere plot summary.

6. Works of literature often depict acts of betrayal. Friends and even family may betray a

protagonist; main characters may likewise be guilty of treachery or may betray their own

values. Select a novel or play that includes such acts of betrayal. Then, in a well-written

essay, analyze the nature of the betrayal and show how it contributes to the meaning of the

work as a whole.

7. In a literary work, a minor character, often known as a foil, possesses traits that

emphasize, by contrast or comparison, the distinctive characteristics and qualities of the

main character. For example, the ideas or behavior of a minor character might be used to

highlight the weaknesses or strengths of the main character. Choose a novel or play in

which a minor character serves as a foil for the main character. Then write an essay in

which you analyze how the relation between the minor character and the major character

illuminates the meaning of the work.


