OF PLYMOUTH PLANTATION
WILLIAM BRADFORD, 1590-1657

When as by the travail and diligence of some godly and zealous preachers, and
God's blessing on their labors, as in other places of the land, so in the north parts,
many became enlightened by the word of God and had their ignorance and sins
discovered unto them, and began by His grace to reform their lives and make
conscience of their ways; the work of God was no sooner manifest in them but
presently they were both scoffed and scorned by the profane multitude; and the
ministers urged with the yoke of subscription, or else must be silenced. And the
poor people were so vexed with apparitors and pursuivants and the commissary
courts, as truly their affliction was not small. Which, notwithstanding, they bore
sundry years with much patience, till they were occasioned by the continuance and
increase of these troubles, and other means which the Lord raised up in those
days, to see further into things by the light of the word of God. How not only these
base and beggarly ceremonies were unlawful, but also that the lordly and
tyrannous power of the prelates ought not to be submitted unto; which thus,
contrary to the freedom of the Gospel, would load and burden men's consciences
and by their compulsive power make a profane mixture of persons and things in
the worship of God. . . .

So many, therefore, of these professors as saw the evil of these things in these
parts, and whose hearts the Lord had touched with heavenly zeal for His truth,
they shook off this yoke of antichristian bondage, and as the Lord's free people
joined themselves (by a covenant of the Lord) into a church estate, in the
fellowship of the Gospel, to walk in all His ways made known, or to be made
known unto them, according to their best endeavors, whatsoever it should cost
them, the Lord assisting them. And that it cost them something, this ensuing
history will declare. . . .

But after these things they could not long continue in any peaceable condition, but
were hunted and persecuted on every side, so as their former afflictions were but
as flea-bitings in comparison of these which now came upon them. For some were
taken and clapped up in prison, others had their houses beset and watched night
and day, and hardly escaped their hands; and the most were fain to flee and leave
their houses and habitations, and the means of their livelihood.

Yet these, and many other sharper things which afterward befell them, were no
other than they looked for, and therefore were the better prepared to bear them by
the assistance of God's grace and spirit.

Yet seeing themselves thus molested, and that them was no hope of their

continuance there, by a joint consent they resolved to go into the Low Countries,
where they heard was freedom of religion for all men; as also how sundry from
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London and other parts of the land had been exiled and persecuted for the same
cause, and were gone thither, and lived at Amsterdam and in other places of the
land. So after they had continued together about a year, and kept their meetings
every Sabbath in one place or other, exercising the worship of God amongst
themselves, notwithstanding all the diligence and malice of their adversaries, they
seeing they could no longer continue in that condition, they resolved to get over
into Holland as they could. . . .

Being thus constrained to leave their native soil and country, their lands and
livings, and all their friends and familiar acquaintance, it was much; and thought
marvelous by many. But to go into a country they knew not but by hearsay, where
they must learn a new language and get their livings they knew not how, it being a
dear place and subject to the miseries of war, it was by many thought an adventure
almost desperate; a case intolerable and a misery worse than death. Especially
seeing they were not acquainted with trades nor traffic (by which that country doth
subsist) but had only been used to a plain country life and the innocent trade of
husbandry. But these things did not dismay them, though they did sometimes
trouble them; for their desires were set on the ways of God and to enjoy His
ordinances; but they rested on His providence, and knew whom they had believed.
Yet this was not all, for though they could not stay, yet were they not suffered to
go; but the ports and havens were shut against them, so as they were fain to seek
secret means of conveyance, and to bride and fee the mariners, and give
extraordinary rates for their passages. And yet were they oftentimes betrayed,
many of them; and both they and their goods intercepted and surprised, and
thereby put to great trouble and charge, of which I will give an instance or two and
omit the rest.

There was a large company of them purposed to get passage at Boston in
Lincolnshire, and for that end had hired a ship wholly to themselves and made
agreement with the master to be ready at a certain day, and take them and their
goods in at a convenient place, where they accordingly would all attend in
readiness. So after long waiting and large expenses, though he kept not day with
them, yet he came at length and took them in, in the night. But when he had them
and their goods aboard, he betrayed them, having beforehand complotted with the
searchers and other officers so to do; who took them, and put them into open
boats, and there rifled and ransacked them, searching to their shirts for money, yea
even the women further than became modesty; and then carried them back into the
town and made them a spectacle and wonder to the multitude which came
flocking on all sides to behold them. Being thus first, by these catchpoll officers
rifled and stripped of their money, books and much other goods, there were
presented to the magistrates, and messengers sent to inform the Lords of the
Council of them; and so they were committed to ward. Indeed the magistrates
used them courteously and showed them what favor they could; but could not
deliver them till order came from the Council table. But the issue was that after a
month's imprisonment the greatest part were dismissed and sent to the places

from whence they came; but seven of the principal were still kept in prison and
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bound over to the assizes.

The next spring after, there was another attempt made by some of these and others
to get over at another place. And it so fell out that they light of a Dutchman at
Hull, having a ship of his own belonging to Zeeland. They made agreement with
him, and acquainted him with their condition, hoping to find more faithfulness in
him than in the former of their own nation; he bade them not fear, for he would do
well enough. He was by appointment to take them in between Grimsby and Hull,
where was a large common a good way distant from any town. Now against the
prefixed time, the women and children with the goods were sent to the place in a
small bark which they had hired for that end; and the men were to meet them by
land. But it so fell out that they were there a day before the ship came, and the sea
being rough and the women very sick, prevailed with the seamen to put into a
creek hard by where they lay on ground at low water. The next morning the ship
came but they were fast and could not stir until about noon. In the meantime, the
shipmaster, perceiving how the matter was, sent his boat to be getting the men
aboard whom he saw ready, walking about the shore. But after the first boatful
was got aboard and she was ready to go for more, the master espied a great
company, both horse and foot, with bills and guns and other weapons, for the
country was raised to take them. The Dutchman, seeing that, swore his country's
oath sacremente, and having the wind fair, weighed his anchor, horsed sails, and
away.

But the poor men which were got aboard were in great distress for their wives and
children which they saw thus to be taken, and were left destitute of their helps;
and themselves also, not having a cloth to shift them with, more than they had on
their backs, and some scarce a penny about them, all they had being aboard the
bark. It drew tears from their eyes, and anything they had they would have given
to have been ashore again; but all in vain, there was no remedy, they must thus
sadly part. . . .

The rest of the men that were in greatest danger made shift to escape away before
the troop could surprise them, those only staying that best might be assistant unto
the women. But pitiful it was to see the heavy case of these poor women in this
distress; what weeping and crying on every side, some for their husbands that
were carried away in the ship as is before related; others not knowing what should
become of them and their little ones; others again melted in tears, seeing their
poor little ones hanging about them, crying for fear and quaking with cold. Being
thus apprehended, they were hurried from one place to another and from one
justice to another, till in the end they knew not what to do with them; for to
imprison so many women and innocent children for no other cause (many of
them) but that they must go with their husbands, seemed to be unreasonable and
all would cry out of them. And to send them home again was as difficult; for they
alleged, as the truth was, they had no homes to go to, for they had either sold or
otherwise disposed of their houses and livings. To be short, after they had been
thus turmoiled a good while and conveyed from one constable to another, they
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were glad to be rid of them in the end upon any terms, for all were wearied and
tired with them. Though in the meantime they (poor souls) endured misery
enough; and thus in the end necessity forced a way for them. . . .

And in the end, notwithstanding all these storms of opposition, they all got over at
length, some at one time and some at another, and some in one place and some in
another, and met together again according to their desires, with no small rejoicing.

Being now come into the Low Countries, they saw many goodly and fortified
cities, strongly walled and guarded with troops of armed men. Also, they heard a
strange and uncouth language, and beheld the different manners and customs of
the people, with their strange fashions and attires; all so far differing from that of
their plain country villages (wherein they were bred and had so long lived) as it
seemed they were come into a new world. But these were not the things they
much looked on, or long took up their thoughts, for they had other work in hand
and another kind of war to wage and maintain. For although they saw fair and
beautiful cities, flowing with abundance of all sorts of wealth and riches, yet it
was not long before they saw the grim and grisly face of poverty coming upon
them like an armed man, with whom they must buckle and encounter, and from
whom they could not fly. But they were armed with faith and patience against him
and all his encounters; and though they were sometimes foiled, yet by God's
assistance, they prevailed and got the victory. . . .

After they had lived in this city about some eleven or twelve years (which is the
more observable being the whole time of that famous truce between that state and
the Spaniards) and sundry of them were taken away by death and many others
began to be well stricken in years (the grave mistress of experience having taught
them many things), those prudent governors with sundry of the sagest members
began both deeply to apprehend their present dangers and wisely to foresee the
future and think of timely remedy. In the agitation of their thoughts, and much
discourse of things hereabout, at length they began to incline to this conclusion: of
removal to some other place. Not out of any newfangledness or other such like
giddy humor by which man are oftentimes transported to their great hurt and
danger, but for sundry weighty and solid reasons, some of the chief of which I will
here briefly touch.

And first, they saw and found by experience the hardness of the place and country
to be such as few in comparison would come to them, and fewer that would bide it
out and continue with them. For many that came to them, and many more that
desired to be with them, could not endure that greet labor and hard fare, with other
inconveniences which they underwent and were contented with. But though they
loved their persons, approved their cause and honored their sufferings, yet they
left them as it were weeping, as Orpah did her mother-in-law Naomi, or as those
Romans did Cato in Utica who desired to be excused and borne with, though they
could not all be Catos. For many, though they desired to enjoy the ordinances of
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God in their purity and the liberty of the Gospel with them, yet (alas) they
admitted of bondage with danger of conscience, rather than to endure these
hardships. Yea, some preferred and chose the prisons in England rather than this
liberty in Holland with these afflictions. But it was thought that if a better and
easier place of living could be had, it would draw many and take away them
discouragements. Yea, their pastor would often say that many of those who both
wrote and preached now against them, if they were in a place where they might
have liberty and live comfortably, they would then practice as they did.

Secondly. They say that though the people generally bore all these difficulties very
cheerfully and with a resolute courage, being in the best and strength of their
years, yet old age began to steal on many of them; and their great and continual
labors, with other crosses and sorrows, hastened it before the time. So as it was
not only probably thought, but apparently seen, that within a few years more they
would be in danger to scatter, by necessities pressing them, or sink under their
burdens, or both. And therefore according to the divine proverb, that a wise man
seeth the plague when it cometh, and hideth himself ( Prov. 22. 3), so they like
skillful and beaten soldiers were fearful either to be entrapped or surrounded by
their enemies so as they should neither be able to fight nor fly. And therefore
thought it better to dislodge betimes to some place of better advantage and less
danger if any such could be found.

Thirdly. As necessity was a taskmaster over them, so they were forced to be such,
not only to their servants but in a sort to their dearest children, the which as it did
not a little wound the tender hearts of many a loving father and mother, so it
produced likewise sundry sad and sorrowful effects. For many of their children
that were of best dispositions and gracious inclinations, having learned to bear the
yoke in their youth and willing to bear part of their parents' burden, were
oftentimes so oppressed with their heavy labors that though their minds were free
and willing, yet their bodies bowed under the weight of the same, and became
decrepit in their early youth, the vigor of nature being consumed in the very bud as
it were. But that which was more lamentable, and of all sorrows most heavy to be
borne, was that many of their children, by these occasions and the great
licentiousness of youth in that country, and the manifold temptations of the place,
were drawn away by evil examples into extravagant and dangerous courses,
getting the reins off their necks and departing from their parents. Some became
soldiers, others took upon them far voyages by sea, and others some worse
courses tending to dissoluteness and the danger of their souls, to the great grief of
their parents and dishonor of God. So that they saw their posterity would be in
danger to degenerate and be corrupted.

Lastly (and which was not least), a great hope and inward zeal they had of laying
some good foundation, or at least to make some way thereunto, for the
propagating and advancing the Gospel of the kingdom of Christ in those remote
parts of the world; yea, though they should be but even as stepping-stones unto
others for the performing of so great a work.
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These and some other like reasons moved them to undertake this resolution of
their removal; the which they afterward prosecuted with so great difficulties, as by
the sequel will appear.

The place they had thoughts on was some of those vast and unpeopled countries
of America, which are fruitful and fit for habitation, being devoid of all civil
inhabitants, where there are only savage and brutish men which range up and
down, little otherwise than the wild beasts of the same. This proposition being
made public and coming to the scanning of all, it raised many variable opinions
amongst men and caused many fears and doubts amongst themselves. Some, from
their reasons and hopes conceived, labored to stir up and encourage the rest to
undertake and prosecute the same; others again, out of their fears, objected against
it and sought to divert from it; alleging many things, and those neither
unreasonable nor unprobable; as that it was a great design and subject to many
unconceivable perils and dangers; as, besides the casualties of the sea (which none
can be freed from), the length of the voyage was such as the weak bodies of
women and other persons worn out with age and travail (as many of them were)
could never be able to endure. And yet if they should, the miseries of the land
which they should be exposed unto would be too hard to be borne and likely,
some or all of them together, to consume and utterly to ruinate them. For there
they should be liable to famine and nakedness and the want, in a manner, of all
things. The change of air, diet and drinking of water would infect their bodies
with sore sicknesses and grievous diseases. And also those which should escape
or overcome these difficulties should yet be in continual danger of the savage
people, who are cruel, barbarous and most treacherous, being most furious in their
rage and merciless where they overcome; not being content only to kill and take
away life, but delight to torment men in the most bloody manner that may be;
flaying some alive with the shells of fishes, cutting off the members and joints of
others by piecemeal and broiling on the coals, eat the collops of their flesh in their
sight whilst they live, with other cruelties horrible to be related.

And surely it could not be thought but the very hearing of these things could not
but move the very bowels of men to grate within them and make the weak to
quake and tremble. It was further objected that it would require greater sums of
money to furnish such a voyage and to fit them with necessaries, than their
consumed estates would amount to; and yet they must as well look to be seconded
with supplies as presently to be transported. Also many precedents of ill success
and lamentable miseries befallen others in the like designs were easy to be found,
and not forgotten to be alleged; besides their own experience, in their former
troubles and hardships in their removal into Holland, and how hard a thing it was
for them to live in that strange place, though it was a neighbor country and a civil
and rich commonwealth.

It was answered, that all great and honorable actions are accompanied with great
difficulties and must be both enterprised and overcome with answerable courages.
It was granted the dangers were great, but not desperate. The difficulties were
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many, but not invincible. For though there were many of them likely, yet they
were not certain. It might be sundry of the things feared might never befall; others
by provident care and the use of good means might in a great measure be
prevented; and all of them, through the help of God, by fortitude and patience,
might either be borne or overcome. True it was that such attemps were not to be
made and undertaken without good ground and reason, not rashly or lightly as
many have done for curiosity or hope of gain, etc. But their condition was not
ordinary, their ends were good and honorable, their calling lawful and urgent; and
therefore they might expect the blessing of God in their proceeding. Yea, though
they should lose their lives in this action, yet might they have comfort in the same
and their endeavors would be honorable. . . .

These troubles being blown over, and now all being compact together in one ship,
they put to sea again with a prosperous wind, which continued divers days
together, which was some encouragement unto them; yet, according to the usual
manner, many were afflicted with seasickness. And I may not omit here a special
work of God's providence. There was a proud and very profane young man, one of
the seamen, of a lusty, able body, which made him the more haughty; he would
always be condemning the poor people in their sickness and cursing them daily
with grievous execrations, and did not let to tell them that he hoped to help cast
half of them overboard before they came to their journey's end, and to make merry
with what they had; and if he were by any gently reproved, he would curse and
swear most bitterly. But it pleased God before they came half seas over to smite
this young man with a grievous disease, of which he died in a desperate manner,
and so was himself the first that was thrown overboard. Thus his curses light on
his own head, and it was an astonishment to all his fellows for they noted it to be
the just hand of God upon him.

After they had enjoyed fair winds and weather for a season, they were encountered
many times with cross winds and met with many fierce storms with which the
ship was shrewdly shaken, and her upper works made very leaky; and one of the
main beams in the midships was bowed and cracked, which put them in some fear
that the ship could not be able to perform the voyage. So some of the chief of the
company, perceiving the mariners to fear the sufficiency of the ship as appeared
by their mutterings, they entered into serious consultation with the matter and
other officers of the ship, to consider in time of the danger, and rather to return
than to cast themselves into a desperate and inevitable peril. And truly there was
great distraction and difference of opinion amongst the mariners themselves; fain
would they do what could be done for their wages' sake (being now near half the
seas over) and on the other hand they were loath to hazard their lives too
desperately. But in examining of all opinions, the master and others affirmed they
knew the ship to be strong and firm under water; and for the buckling of the main
beam, there was a great iron screw the passengers brought out of Holland which
would raise the beam into his place; the which being done, the carpenter and
master affirmed that with a post put under it, set firm in the lower deck and
otherways bound, he would make it sufficient. And as for the decks and upper
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works, they would caulk them as well as they could, and though with the working
of the ship they would not long keep staunch, yet there would otherwise be no
great danger, if they did not overpress her with sails. So they committed
themselves to the will of God and resolved to proceed.

In sundry of these storms the winds were so fierce and the seas so high, as they
could not bear a knot of sail, but were forced to hull for divers days together. And
in one of them, as they thus lay at hull in a mighty storm, a lusty young man called
John Howland, coming upon some occasion above the gratings, was, with a roll of
the ship, thrown into sea; but it pleased God that he caught hold of the topsail
halyards which hung overboard and ran out at length. Yet he held his hold (though
he was sundry fathoms under water) till he was hauled up by the same rope to the
brim of the water, and then with a boat hook and other means got into the ship
again and his life saved. And though he was something ill with it, yet he lived
many years after and became a profitable member both in church and
commonwealth. In all this voyage there died but one of the passengers, which was
William Butteen, a youth, savant to Samuel Fuller, when they drew near the
coast.

But to omit other things (that I may be brief), after long beating at sea they fell
with that land which is called Cape Cod; the which being made and certainly
known to be it, they were not a little joyful. After some deliberation had amongst
themselves and with the master of the ship, they tacked about and resolved to
stand for the southward (the wind and weather being fair) to find some place
about Hudson's River for their habitation. But after they had sailed that course
about half the day, they fell amongst dangerous shoals and roaring breakers, and
they were so far entangled therewith as they conceived themselves in great danger;
and the wind shrinking upon them withal, they resolved to bear up again for the
Cape and thought themselves happy to get out of those dangers before night
overtook them, as by God's good providence they did. And the next day they got
into the cape harbor where they rode in safety. . . .

Being thus arrived in a good harbor, and brought safe to land, they fell upon their
knees and blessed the God of heaven who had brought them over the vast and
furious ocean, and delivered them from all the perils and miseries thereof, again to
set their feet on the firm and stable earth, their proper element. And no marvel if
they were thus joyful seeing wise Seneca was so affected with sailing a few miles
on the coast of his own Italy, as he affirmed, that he had rather remain twenty
years on his way by land than pass by sea to any place in a short time, so tedious
and dreadful was the same unto him.

But here I cannot but stay and make a pause, and stand half amazed at this poor
people's present condition; and so I think will the reader, too, when he well
considers the same. Being thus passed the vast ocean, and a sea of troubles before
in their preparation (as may be remembered by that which went before), they had
now no friends to welcome them nor inns to entertain or refresh their
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weatherbeaten bodies; no houses or much less towns to repair to, to seek for
succor. It is recorded in scripture, as a mercy to the apostle and his shipwrecked
company, that the barbarians showed them no small kindness in refreshing them,
but these savage barbarians, when they met with them (as after will appear), were
readier to fill their sides full of arrows than otherwise. And for the season it was
winter, and they that know the winters of that country know them to be sharp and
violent, and subject to cruel and fierce storms, dangerous to travel to known
places, much more to search an unknown coast. Besides, what could they see but a
hideous and desolate wilderness, full of wild beasts and wild men--and what
multitudes there might be of them they knew not. Neither could they, as it were,
go up to the top of Pisgah to view from this wilderness a more goodly country to
feed their hopes; for which way soever they turned their eyes (save upward to the
heavens) they could have little solace or content in respect of any outward objects.
For summer being done, all things stand upon them with a weatherbeaten face,
and the whole country, full of woods and thickets, represented a wild and savage
hue. If they looked behind them, there was the mighty ocean which they had
passed and was now as a main bar and gulf to separate them from all the civil
parts of the world. If it be said they had a ship to succor them, it is true; but what
heard they daily from the master and company? But that with speed they should
look out a place (with their shallop) where they would be. at some near distance;
for the season was such as he would not stir from thence till a safe harbor was
discovered by them, where they would be, and he might go without danger; and
that victuals consumed space but he must and would keep sufficient for
themselves and their return. Yea, it was muttered by some that if they got not a
place in time, they would turn them and their goods ashore and leave them. Let it
also be considered what weak hopes of supply and succor they left behind them,
that might bear up their minds in this sad condition and trials they were under; and
they could not but be very small. It is true, indeed, the affections and love of their
brethen at Leyden was cordial and entire towards them, but they had little power
to help them or themselves; and how the case stood between them and the
merchants at their coming away bath already been declared.

What could now sustain them but the spirit of God and His grace? May not and
ought not the children of these fathers rightly say: "Our fathers were Englishmen
which came over this great ocean, and were ready to perish in this wilderness; but
they cried unto the Lord, and He heard their voice and looked on their adversity" (
Deut. 26. 5, 7), "Let them therefore praise the Lord, because He is good: and His
mercies endure forever." "Yea, let them which have been redeemed of the Lord,
show how He hath delivered them from the hand of the oppressor. When they
wandered in the desert wilderness out of the way, and found no city to dwell in,
both hungry and thirsty, their soul was overwhelmed in them. Let them confess
before the Lord His lovingkindness and His wonderful works before the sons of
men" ( Psal. 107. 1-5, 8). . ..

I shall a little return back, and begin with a combination made by them before they
came ashore; being the first foundation of their government in this place.
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Occasioned partly by the discontented and mutinous speeches that some of the
strangers amongst them had let fall from them in the ship: that when they came
ashore they would use their own liberty, for none had power to command them,
the patent they had being for Virginia and not for New England, which belonged
to another government, with which the Virginia Company had nothing to do. And
partly that such an act by them done, this their condition considered, might be as
firm as any patent, and in some respects more sure.

The form was as followeth:
IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN.

We whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread
sovereign lord King James, by the grace of God of Great Britain,
France, and Ireland, king, defender of the faith, etc.

Having undertaken, for the glory of God and advancement of the
Christian faith and honor of our king and country, a voyage to plant
the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia, do by these
presents solemnly and mutually in the presence of God and one of
another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil body
politic, for our better ordering and preservation and furtherance of
the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute and
frame such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions and
offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and
convenient for the general good of the colony, unto which we
promise all due submission and obedience. In witness whereof we
have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape Cod, the 11th of
November, in the year of the reign of our sovereign lord King
James, of England, France and Ireland the eighteenth, and of
Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini 1620.

After this they chose, or rather confirmed, Mr. John Carver (a man godly and well
approved amongst them) their governor for that year. And after they had provided
a place for their goods, or common store (which were long in unloading for want
of boats, foulness of the winter weather and sickness of divers), and begun some
small cottages for their habitations; as time would admit, they met and consulted
of laws and orders, both for their civil and military government as the necessity of
their condition did require, still adding thereunto as urgent occasion in several
times, and as cases did require.

In these hard and difficult beginnings they found some discontents and
murmurings arise amongst some, and mutinous speeches and carriages in others;
but they were soon quelled and overcome by the wisdom, patience, and just equal
carriage of things, by the governor and better part, which clave faithfully together
in the main.
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But that which was most sad and lamentable was, that in two or three months'
time half of their company died, especially in January and February, being the
depth of winter, and wanting houses and other comforts; being infected with the
scurvy and other diseases which this long voyage and their inaccommodate
condition had brought upon them. So as there died sometimes two or three of a
day in the foresaid time, that of one hundred and odd persons, scarce fifty
remained. And of these, in the time of most distress, there was but six or seven
sound persons who to their great commendations, be it spoken, spared no pains
night nor day, but with abundance of toil and hazard of their own health, fetched
them wood, made them fires, dressed them meat, made their beds, washed their
loathsome clothes, clothed and unclothed them. In a word, did all the homely and
necessary offices for them which dainty and queasy stomachs cannot endure to
hear named; and all this willingly and cheerfully, without any grudging in the
least, showing herein their true love unto their friends and brethren; a rare
example and worthy to be remembered. Two of these seven were Mr. William
Brewster, their reverend elder, and Myles Standish, their captain and military
commander, unto whom myself and many others were much beholden in our low
and sick condition. And yet the Lord so upheld these persons as in this general
calamity they were not at all infected either with sickness or lameness. And what I
have said of these I may say of many others who died in this general visitation,
and others yet living; that whilst they had health, yea, or any strength continuing,
they were not wanting to any that had need of them. And I doubt not but their
recompense is with the Lord.
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