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E-Sheet  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow    
Longfellow was in his time as popular as a rock singer might be in ours. We quote him 

every time we say "ships that pass in the night" and "footprints on the sands of time" and "when she was good she was very, very good" and "the patter of little feet" and "I shot an arrow into the air, / It fell to earth, I knew not where". These lines are part of our culture. Get some basic information about this foundational American poet before we read some of his work.

The following questions can be answered by reading the website at http://www.hwlongfellow.org/. Open the website and resize it to fit the left half of your computer screen. Open this Word file and resize it to fit the right half of the screen. Enter answers to the questions below as you read. When you are finished, save the Word file in your folder on the W drive, then print the E-sheet and hand it in to me.

1. What was Longfellow’s childhood like? What can you find about his early family life?

2. Why did Longfellow take a trip to Europe in 1835 and what significant event happened on that trip?

3. How old was Longfellow when he resigned his teaching job at Harvard to write full time?

4. How did Longfellow’s second wife, Fanny, die? How did this event change his physical appearance?
5. What is Longfellow’s best-known poem drawing on Native American culture?

6. Evangeline is an epic poem. What is the basic story?

7. Paul Revere’s Ride is based on history but it is exaggerated. Longfellow’s goal was not to write accurate history. According to the website, what was his goal? (For ideas about this poem, read this brief essay: http://www.danagioia.net/essays/elongfellow.htm 
8. What is the most recent film listed on the site’s filmography that is based on Longfellow’s work?

9. We will be comparing Longfellow’s poetry and his view of life with that of Walt Whitman. Summarize Longfellow’s view life as expressed in the poem “A Psalm of Life” http://www.hwlongfellow.org/poems_poem.php?pid=36
